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BIRD INITIATIVE

Audubon Vermont’s Work in the Champlain Valley



Natural Succession and 

Young Forest



Champlain Valley Young Forest/Shrublands



Variation in bird 

community



Priority Species
American Woodcock

Eastern Towhee

Prairie Warbler

Blue-winged Warbler

Golden-winged Warbler

Field Sparrow

Brown Thrasher

Jeff Nadler

Jeff Nadler

Jeff Nadler



Habitat Elements from GWWA Working Group 

www.gwwa.org

• 30–70% tall shrubs and saplings 
(3–13 ft) unevenly distributed as 
clumps

• Herbaceous openings of mostly 
forbs with lesser proportions of 
grasses

• Overstory deciduous trees (5–
15/acre) resulting in 10–30% 
canopy cover

• Well-mixed patches of native 
shrubs and herbaceous vegetation

• Adjacent hardwood forest

Essential Habitat Elements

Feathered edge – aim for 150’ wide 
from shrub to forest

Forest

Shrub layer

30-70% shrubs and 
saplings, 3-13 feet tall

Herbaceous layer

Mostly forbs with some grasses, in 
between shrub clumps

http://www.gwwa.org/


Priority Management Actions/BMPs 

Actions
Remove Invasive plants

 Honeysuckle

 Buckthorn

 Etc.

Retain few tall trees

 Perching & singing

Retain native shrubs

 Dogwoods, viburnums, blackberries, 
etc

Before



Public Lands Managed For Young Forest Birds





Habitat Management

“Brontosaurus” mulching head/forestry 

mower is used to mechanically remove 

woody invasives



Habitat Management

Small equipment and skilled operator allow for desired habitat features (native shrubs and trees) to be retained



Habitat Management

After



Habitat Management: Follow-up

• Follow-up management after the 

brontosaurus work is crucial!

• Mature buckthorn and honeysuckle 

individuals that were mowed will re-sprout 

from the roots

• Existing seeds in the soil may remain viable 

and germinate in the years after removal

• Management plan must include follow-up to 

reduce the density of invasive re-growth

Buckthorn seedlings (Mass Audubon) Buckthorn sprouting (City of Burnsville, MN)



• Follow-up management can be mechanical (mowing) or 

chemical (herbicide). Follow-up management plan needs to 

be in place before starting initial management.

Herbicide application 

• Completed by licensed applicator

• Very targeted (backpack sprayer application)

• Less time intensive compared to manual methods

Manual/Mowing regime

• Will be needed for several years to continue suppressing 

growth and deplete energy reserves in the roots

• Some areas (steep or rocky) may not be accessible

• Town’s maintenance schedule capacity?

Habitat Management: Follow-up



Post-management Monitoring



Funding

• Potential for funding availability through the USFWS 

Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program

• Requires a landowner agreement with the town agreeing to 

initial work and maintenance regime in future years

• Potential for educational signage, etc

• Follow-up monitoring and wildlife walks with Audubon



Questions?


